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Because of personal circumstances, the spring edition of our  
newsletter has become a summer edition. Our sincerest apologies 
for that. We hope you enjoy reading this newsletter and we wish 
you an amazing summer.

Kenya Foundation Equal Chances’ 10th anniversary
As we have mentioned in the winter newsletter of December 2015, our little foundation 
was founded on the first of February in 2006. In the following years, much has been 
accomplished thanks to your support. We are very proud to announce that we 
were able to celebrate our 10th anniversary on February the first of this year. In this 
newsletter, we’d like to look back at the beginning.

Donations
Thanks to the many donations we have received in the last couple of months, we have 
been able to issue structural improvements on both projects and we are building a 
reserve for a permanent settlement of the St. Dorcas children’s home.
We would like to thank all of our private donors and sponsors for their trust in our 
foundation and for their support in the realisation of our goals:
• Mundo Crastino Meliori Foundation
• Protestant city council Uitwijk-Waardhuizen
• Private donation for the purchase of land
• ISDD (inter ecclesiastical foundation for diaconal services)
• All the donations that have been transferred by family and friends after the decease 

of Piet Nieuwenhuizen. His distinctive wish was to donate the money that would 
have been spend on flowers for his funeral to the foundation.

• A private gift from Australia given by the Van Ling family. They showed their com-
miseration for the passing of Piet Nieuwenhuizen by donating to the foundation. 

Our sincerest gratitude for all of your gifts. These donations will be added to the 
college fund of our foundation. Piet was very proud of the fact that Mbone Selpher as 
our former student and orphan was able to study to become a teacher on our college 
fund’s expenses.

Donations are always 
very much appreciated.
You can transfer a sum 
to:

IBAN: 
NL96RABO0103484620 
BIC 
RABONL2U 

t.n.v. Kenya Foundation 
Equal Chances

Without your help, there 

would be no food for the 

children.
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Looking back 

The Kenya Foundation Equal Chances’  
10th anniversary

On February the first, 2016 we were able to celebrate that 
thanks to your loyal support, we have been able to offer many 
helpless toddlers, young children and teenagers a chance 
at a better future for the last ten years. We help not just by 
providing shelter in the St. Dorcas children’s home in Nairobi 
or the Child Support centre in Mombasa, but by providing 
proper food and education as well.

We very much appreciate the fact that almost all of our first 
donors and sponsors still help our foundation. Even our board 
has hardly changed. Once, our board member Daniel Stolk 
invited his father to visit Kenya, where he worked for the WFP. 
His father was very impressed when he visited a few local 
projects, which Daniel supported.

Once Jan Stolk came home, he decided to share his 
experience with his staff, and he asked them for a small 
monthly contribution to a food project. Instead of staff parties 
or trips, now a few staff members per year were allowed to 
visit Kenya and to see for themselves what was being done 
with their money.

Piet Nieuwenhuizen was, after his visit in 2004, very much 
convinced that these children needed more support than just 
the daily meals, and he started an education project with his 
wife.

“Because you can only study on a full stomach. And good edu-

cation is your shot at a better life, outside the slums.”

Companies, schools, churches and associations were 
approached and all sorts of activities to raise money were 
organised. Now, study materials could be purchased, and the 
older students were able to make beds and school furniture.
Our initiator Jan Stolks biggest wish was continuity. 
Therefore, the education and food projects Equal Chances 
were combined on Februari 1st, 2006 to form the Dagoretti 
Children’s Home Foundation.

Now, the study material could be copied, so the children 
didn’t have to share their book with eight others anymore. 
And every child had their own bed, instead of sharing it with 
two others.

the beginning 2006

extra food christmas 2006

students 2010

primary school  2011
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However, it wasn’t always prosperous. There were many 
obstacles in the road. Severe drought or downpour that 
damaged the shelters, the chaos in this economically unstable 
country and the shifting power relations, laws that demanded 
the impossible and the school inspectors who closed the 
Dagoretti Children’s home. Together, we never stopped 
fighting to help these children.

After closing the DCRC, the name of our foundation changed 
to Kenya Foundation Equal Chances. Our goal has remained 
the same: “Support local projects, and work together with the 
locals in order to give the Kenyan children a brighter future”.

Thanks to your loyal donations and sponsoring, we were able 
to build and improve multiple spaces on both locations over 
the past ten years. Both our projects are officially registered, 
and the exams will provide the children with valid diplomas. 
We are particularly proud of the good results of our students 
and the immense effort of their teachers and supervisors. 
Their tireless effort with limited means is truly amazing.

One of our former students, Mbone Selpher, is currently in 
her second year of studying to become a teacher, thanks to 
the college fund of our foundation.

A small foundation is always struggling with the lack of funds, 
which is why we are incredibly thankful that our webmaster, 
printer and accountant work free of charge and enable us to 
inform you about the destination of your donations.

On behalf of our board, I wish that you and I will remain 
prepared to share, as long as these children need our help.

My sincerest thanks for your effort of the last ten years.
Anne-Marie Nieuwenhuizen-Oosterling, chairwoman

Christmas trip  2011

buddy books 2013

practice class 2012

graduates 2014

playing 2016
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Donations 
Just like in previous years, we’d like to give companies 
that support our foundation the opportunity to make 
themselves known by putting their logo on our website. 

Our private donors and sponsors can propagate our 
foundation by adding our link to their email signature.
We would also like to mention the other donations we 
received from generous donors and organisations that 
are active in Kenya. 

They are:
• Madam Zippora Kagema, who buys rice for three meals per week.
• The organisation Lift the Children, who help by providing medical and sanitary facilities and a compen-

sation for voluntary teachers.
• The community, that mainly helps by delivering vegetables.
• Donations from volunteers and benefactors in the Karen area.
• The Mtopanga community and the Parent Teacher Association, who provided materials and labour for 

better drainage.

End of the year educational excursion 
for the children and  
a small reward for the teams

In the December newsletter, we’ve mentioned that 
the children from both homes were going on a trip 
during the Christmas holidays.

For these kids, such a trip is the highlight of their 
year. It helps them feel like an ordinary child. 
During the trip, they receive a meal that differs 
from the normal, more sober fare.

The teachers were pampered as well. They do their 
work on a voluntary basis and receive no more than 
a slight compensation. However, they do receive a 
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Letter Selpher (update study)

Hello my dear friends,

It’s another new year, though it’s almost old.

I hope you all had a nice festive season and a happy new year. I am also fine just that I have been sick 

but I am now doing well. I went back to school and we are seriously preparing for our first teaching 

practice, where we have been posted to various schools to evaluate our skills of teaching. I cannot for-

get to appreciate and thank you for your continuous support .The only challenge I am having is lack of 

enough text books, otherwise every other thing is alright. Thanks a lot for being

there for me.

You sincerely,

Mbone Selpher

Progress study Mbone Selpher
In our last newsletter, we introduced you to Mbone Selpher, a former 
student of ours who had been volunteering for St. Dorcas for two years 
after her graduation, and who wanted to study to become a teacher. 
Because she did not have the means to pay for such an education, the 
foundation has paid the tuition money. Provided, she would graduate 
and teach free of charge for at least one year after she has graduated. 
She regularly writes to us and keeps us up to date on all her progress. 
This letter is an update on her study.

Hint!
Unfortunately, there is still a non-diminishing lack of read and study books. Per-
haps this is a good idea for a school fundraiser?
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modest bonus at the end of the year.

Trip of St. Dorcas, Nairobi
The children had a blast on the 14th of 
December in 2015. They had the opportunity 
to explore the world outside their home in 
St. Dorcas. The students were taken to the 
National Museum for an educative tour. 
After that, they had a picnic in the Nairobi 
Museum Park. It truly was a magnificent 
broadening of their perspective and all that 

day, we only saw happy faces.

Trip of Child Support, Mombasa
The children from Child Support, Mombasa were taken on 
the first of December to the Haller Park in Bamburi, where 
they went on a tour. Their family members were invited to 
join them. Everyone had lunch in the park, while enjoying the 
amazing view the wild animals provided. The day was a big 
success. Because most of the children come from poor families, 
this day was an important occasion that helped strengthen the 
family bonds.
The teachers Lilian Minayo, Sheilah, Metrine and supporting 
staff members Esther and Norbert Lenjo were very happy with 
their end of year bonus. They work for a compensation that 
is less than the minimal wage in Kenya. Unfortunately, the 
foundation is not able to afford to give them a normal salary, 
which makes it impossible to hire permanent teachers. This 
means that sometimes, teachers have to be switched.
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Sale!
Both donations and the profits 
from the sale of items, made by the 
children in the St. Dorcas children’s 
home are being used to buy food 
and provide shelter and education 
for the children in both locations. 
Unfortunately, we are being forced 
to stop the sale of items because of 
logistic reasons. Therefore, we are 
having a sale!
Sale of handmade items by the 
children in Kenya: 
A package is €30,- including shipping 
costs. It consists of 30 postcards, 
4 leather pot coasters, 12 leather 
coasters. Please email your order to 
info@gelijkekansen.org

Sanitary issues St. Dorcas, 
Nairobi are solved
There was an urgent message in our 
last newsletter. At the end of October, 
we received news from St. Dorcas that 
the ground underneath the toilet area 
had begun to tear, which damaged 
the construction. Because we have 
built multiple structures around the 
school, the drainage is affected. 
Much will have to be done in both 
Nairobi and Mombasa to prevent 
further damage during the upcoming 
rain season and possibly, the El Nino 
showers. It is very hard to imagine, 
if you haven’t been there yourself, 
how a heavy downpour can cause 
mudflows, that will destroy almost 
everything they encounter.
By digging new channels and cleaning 
existing drainage canals, much can be 
done to prevent this from happening 
again.
To prevent closing the school and 
the outbreak of diseases, the board 
has immediately transferred money, 
allowing the sanitary facilities to be 
rebuilt.
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New situation
As you can see in the pictures, the issue of the sinking toilet 
unit have completely been remedied. The children are now 
able to safely use these facilities.
The Mithonge community was mobilised by St. Dorcas to 
clean the most important drainage canal, that runs parallel 
to the highway. The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) 
donated extra cement and the entire terrain was covered 
in gravel. The foundation’s contribution was mainly used to 
rebuild the sinking toilet unit and to improve the existing 
drainage.

Drainage Child Support Mombasa
Both centres are vulnerable to heavy downpours. These 
can affect the strength of the buildings and so, endanger 
the safety of the children. In the St. Dorcas report of the 
first quarter, it was mentioned that there had been leakage 
in the dormitories and that the beds had gotten wet. The 
floors in some of the classrooms need to be repaired as 
well, but at the moment, only emergency repairs have been 
done due to the fact that it is uncertain whether or not we 
can keep renting the land in Nairobi. 
The school in Mombasa is located in an area that is 
susceptible to flooding during heavy rain showers. As 
a consequence, the sceptic tanks can overflow. The 
community provided means from the El Nino fund in 
order to make a connection to the sewers. The parents 
were mobilised to clean the ground and the sewers were 
supported with cement to prevent sinking. A part of the 
toilet unit was repaired, as to provide better sanitary 
facilities.

Laptops, printers and internet
After the delivery of ICT-equipment to both centres, the 
communication between the foundation and both the 
projects has improved tremendously. The centres are now 
able to scan and print study material and tests, and they are 
able to use the internet. The foundation received from both 
Nairobi and Mombasa an extended report with pictures. 
Before, the teams had to go to an internet café to send all 
their reports, receipts and pictures to the Netherlands. A 
volunteer is helping them improve their computer skills.
Communication is very important for the course of both the 
projects. Being able to communicate directly will enable us 
to send help quicker in the event of emergency situations.
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Laboratory
As mentioned in the last newsletter, laboratory materials have been 
purchased for the St. Dorcas centre. The goal of this investment 
was to make St. Dorcas into a fully certified exam centre, where our 
students would be able to practice for their exact science exams and 
even take the tests close to home. Furthermore, it would be a source 
of income, because students from other schools would be able to take 
their practice exams here, for a fee. Unfortunately, the licence of the 
department hasn’t been processed yet, and therefore the limitation of 
exam fees will not come into account until 2017.

Number of graduates
The 2015 exam results have been made public and we are very proud to announce that the results have 
improved greatly. The highest mark for High School was a C+, which is slightly above average. We can 
therefore conclude that the purchase of laboratory materials have paid off and has led to better results.

These four children received over 300 out of 500 points for their exams. The best received a staggering 
356 point. All of them have now been promoted to High School, and over three quarters of them have 
scored above average. The students are extremely motivated and 
show endurance. We are very proud of them.

2016 Exam candidates
SECONDARY   PRIMARY
1. Laura Andeso  Eric Munene
2. Gentricks Kasiti  Elija omondi
3. Anorida Mwali  Elisha Okinyo
4. Kisibo Branice  Maureen Onyango
5. Karime Danson  Enos Mwandiki
6. Julius Musymi  Iyan Okiringi
7. Eunice Wanjiku  Banis Purity
8. Rita Njeri   Hillary Shindo
9. Omoke Linford  Pheny Awour
10.Peter Karanja  Esther kavochi
11.Wambui Phylis  Emanuel Ngige
12.David Kimani  Winnie Atieno
13.John Kigango  Bilha Mwelema
14.Belinda Ombaitsa  Oresi Antuga
15.Sheila Khavere  Diana Odhiambo
16.Lucy Karanja   Christopher Mochache
17.Esther Muthoni
18.Charles Wanjiku
19.Wanjiru Immaculate
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Expansion and replacement of materials
The foundation has transferred money for the purchase of a desk, 6 
tables and 20 chairs for the new classroom in Mombasa. Before, the 
children used to sit on hard wooden benches, but that affected their 
concentration. The money was used to buy books and maps as well. 
Because of the El Nino downpours, the paintwork has been postponed. 
All of these improvements enable the teachers to provide better lessons 
and ups their motivation.

Purchase of lease of land St. Dorcas, Nairobi
The most important challenge at this moment is the 
acquisition of land, since the lease will end in 2017. The St. 
Dorcas team has elected a board, which will try to resolve 
this issue. Chris Mshamba is one of the representatives and 
the first meeting took place on December 15th, 2015. The 
board is looking at other lots and has founded a fund to 
raise money. Once enough money has been raised, they will 
decide whether to purchase or lease the land. 

News from the children
Because of the purchase of laptops, we are now able to communicate via email with both homes. After 
asking Jacintha from the St. Dorcas home whether it was possible to hear from the students themselves, 
we received two letters from the Jentricks children. In these letters, they spoke about their lives before 
the foundation started supporting St. Dorcas. There was a lack of everything: food, shelter, classrooms, 
teachers etcetera. Now, they receive both education and three meals a day. Education is the key to 
success and luckily, they now live in an environment where they are able to study. “The sky is the limit” is 
their motto, and they can even participate in extracurricular activities such as football and handball. They 
are very thankful for all that the foundation has done for them. 

We hope to provide you with more news from Kenya in the next newsletter. Please continue to follow us, 
on our website as well! Please share our foundation with others.

Kind regards,
the newsletter’s editorial staff
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In memoriam
Piet Nieuwenhuizen

Piet always felt that the earth was a 
part of him, and therefore we should 
respect it, nature and its inhabitants.

In 2004, together with a colleague 
and Daniel Stolk, Piet visited the 
DCRC children’s home in Kenya. 

Moved by everything he had seen and 
experienced, he decided to put in an 
effort to improve the living conditions 
and prospects of these children, many 
of whom are orphans. The apple did 
not fall far from the tree. 

His parents had often welcomed children into their home, if the situation required it. Together, we 
began the Equal Chances project, to offer the children education. We worked together with Daniel 
and Jan Stolk. On February the first, 2006, Daniel, Piet and I formed the first board of the Kenya 
Foundation Equal Chances. Fortunately, it wasn’t long before other board members arrived.
Seven years ago, Piet was unfortunately diagnosed with cancer. After four years and many surgeries, 
he handed over his board position to our youngest son. He always remained involved with the 
foundation and he helped out wherever he could. On January 7th, 2016, he passed away at the age of 
67.

Through a video connection, our children and their companions in Kenya could attend his service. 
They were mentioned in the obituary, as Piet wished. His son and I promised to keep putting in 
an effort for the foundation, as long as we are able to. The foundation was part of his life’s work. 
We would like to thank our fellow board members and a few donors who are close to us for their 
sympathy in these hard times. It has supported and encouraged us.

You have our gratitude.
Anne-Marie and Joren Nieuwenhuizen
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Much thanks to all our loyal donors and companies.


